Curling in the Footsteps of History

INTRODUCTION — SOURCES AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The pioneering Canadian tour took place in JanaadyFebruary 1909. This important
tour set the tone for future tours of Scotland fréanada. Like all tours, true stamina
was required of the party — especially at the sthithe twentieth century when planes
and email were but dreams!

I do hope that you enjoy reading of their explaitsle here in Scotland. A fuller version
of the whole story is available in the 1910 RCChAal and that was my primary source
for information.

There is a list below of all my sources.

Season 1909 — 1910 Royal Caledonian Curling Clubuahfor tour details
www.clydebuiltships.co.ukor the picture of th&mpress of Irelandn page 4

and for ship’s dimensions and launch date

2009 Canadian Tour to Scotland webgitew.strathconacup100.car the

picture of Lord Strathcona on page 2 and the pectund details of Alexander
Logan on page 8

Malcolm Patrick, member of Watsonian Curling Clura dellow member of the
East Team on the 2003 Centenary Scottish Tour tadafor details of the
informal outdoor game at Watsonian CC on page 10

Ahoy — Mac’s Web Log for details of the sinkingtbE Empress of Ireland

lan Mackay for the picture of the tour badge onepag

Ainslie Smith, Captain of the West Team and tearterna the 2003 Centenary
Scottish Tour to Canada for the copy of the Bandflestu on pages 16, 17 and 18
Lindsay Scotland, webmaster of the Centenary To@anada, 2003
www.ccct2003.fsnet.co.ulkdr photographs of the Strathcona Cup on pages 21,
22 and 23

David Smith, for his ‘Curling Places of Scotland&rsion June 2008, which is
available on the Royal Caledonian Curling Club vitebs
www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.omgnder ‘About RCCC > Origin & History’

Robin Copland
Balerno
January 2009
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CHAPTER ONE — PLANNING AND PREPARATION

In 1903, after many invitations had been sent ajetted for one reason or another, a
hardy party of Scottish curling tourists under tgtaincy of the Reverend John M Kerr,
toured Canada and the USA during a period of twathwin January and February.

Five years later, at the Royal Caledonian Curlihgh@G Annual General Meeting in
Perth in July 1908, it was “resolved unanimouslgt anthusiastically to invite a team of
Canadians to Scotland and return if possible tepitality shown by Canada to the
curlers from the mother country in the winter 0D293”. Although the notice was short
for such an undertaking, the invitation was sentspecifically to coincide with Lord

Sir Donald Alexander Smith
1°' Baron Strathcona and Mount Royal

Strathcona’s Presidency of the Royal Club, his kbipl being “such a link between
Scotland and Canada ... and had taken such a keearoonith the advancement of

‘Scotland’s ain game™.

When the message was flashed back that Canadaltpedicepted the invitation, the
news was received with “unmingled delight” in Seotli’'s curling communities although
some privately feared that the size of the orgaioisal task that lay ahead would perhaps
preclude the tour ever taking place. The doulgkouild not have worried! Within two
months a team, with representatives from as fetcaéis Halifax, Nova Scotia to Dawson
City, Yukon had been picked and were making plangteir trip — this, mind you, in a
time when the phone was a rarity and the only quial to get a message cross-country
was by telegram.

A small committee was put together in Scotlandriganise a programme that mixed
competitive curling matches with dinners, hospiyadind sight-seeing. The programme
extended over five weeks. As a sign of the tintaacluded no curling on any of the six
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Sabbath days and indeed, Church Services wereiseglaon each of them, including
two at Scotland’s great Cathedrals, St Giles imBdigh and Glasgow Cathedral in the
west.

There was only one covered artificial rink at Cragloof in Glasgow. This had been
“very kindly placed at the service of the Royal €la the event of John Frost not having
the decency to provide natural outdoor ice fordbeasion”. It was just as well and in
the event, many of the matches took place in tlisdrous new facility on Glasgow’s
south side.
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CHAPTER TWO — ARRIVAL AT LIVERPOOL AND THE JOURNEY NORTH

Although by this time, trans-Atlantic liners weraweén by steam, there was still
uncertainty over arrival times depending on thethvera This was specially the case for
winter crossings. ThEmpress of Irelanevas thus listed to arrive at Liverpool on either
the 1%" or 16" of January. Although she enjoyed a capital crmsiom Canada, the tide
prevented her docking until the morning of th&' 1o the Scottish welcome party that
had travelled down to Liverpool on the"1Bad to wait a night before welcoming their
Canadian brethren to the shores of their ance3tngy passed “a pleasant evening” in
the company of members of the Liverpool CurlinglChefore marching to the dockside
in procession behind Pipe-Major Mackay, carryingitivesoms high and wearing their
Tam o’ Shanters with pride.

Old friendships from the earlier tour were rekirtlend the Canadians, sporting their
Dominion heather button-holes, welcomed the vigiparty onto their ship where a toast
was drunk to the success of the tour. A spea@ah transported the party north directly
to Edinburgh’s Waverley station. Interestinglyptiadies accompanied their men on the
tour, something that would perhaps not be countathin these supposedly more
enlightened times one hundred years later!

The train was held up for fully an hour by a fdllsmow near Newcastleton on the route
north. Meantime “the visitors and their friendsrbughly enjoyed themselves ... by
singing songs, cracking jokes and spinning yarns”!

During the journey north, a calculation was mate:average number of miles travelled
by each of the tourists — just in getting to Hadifa join their ship — was 1200. One
hardy soul, the cheery Mr McPherson of Dawson @vylld travel something like
14000 miles in total over land and sea during the.t He used various modes of
transport from pony and trap to express luxuryrltheough trains and automobiles!
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Empress of Ireland- a tragic story

When the tourists travelled to Scotland, they diebs theEmpress of Irelanda new
trans-Atlantic steamer built in Fairfield’s yard tre River Clyde in 1906 and launcheg
in Govan, Glasgow on Saturday2Fanuary that year.

e s -
Empress of Ireland

She was a large and well-appointed ship of som&Qd #4fhs, 550 feet long and with a
breadth of 66 feet. Itis not recorded in whichssl the tourists travelled, but suffice to
say that, as was common at the time, she offersl $econd and third class
accommodation, the latter situated deep in the kowofehe ship.

A mere five years after her voyage carrying theadzm curlers to their great Scottish
adventure, the santempress of Irelantiad departed Quebec and was on her way do
the St Lawrence river towards the open sea andlherate destination, Liverpool. The
weather was alternatively fair and foggy. It waB0am in the morning of 9May

1914. She had just dropped off the pilot at FarBant, and was still close to the shor
line. Her Master, Captain Henry Kendall spied li&o the Storstad laden to her
Plimsoll line with coal on an inbound path up thesr towards Montreal and also sailin
close to the shore.

In Captain Kendall's judgement, the collier was sagight miles distant, so he ordered
his ship to starboard and to the centre of the rivemediately after making the move,
both ships were swallowed by an incoming fog batikis; mind you, in pre-radar days
and in confined waters. Captain Kendall frettedwdlthe lack of visibility so decided tg
put his engines astern to take the way off his,ghip action taken in accordance with

VN

the Rules of the Road at Sea when maneouverirfgeindmpany of other ships. When
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he ordered the engines astern, he sounded thrgs blathe ship's siren. (1 blast
indicates a ship is turning to starboard; 2 blastgate a ship is turning to port, and 3
blasts indicate a ship is going astern).

The Empressslowed almost to a complete stop, but still hadedorward way on.
Suddenly, out of the murk, two masthead lights apgetto starboardStorstadwas
heading straight for thEmpress Captain Kendall quickly ordered a sharp alteratf
course to starboard, but alas it was too lateve k& ship.

The sharp bows of the Norwegian ship sliced inesBmpressamidships between her
two funnels. The fully loade8torstadpunched into thEmpresdelow her waterline,
entering her for about 25 feet, and opening uppangghole some 14 feet wide. Water

rushed into the starboard side, &mdpress of Irelanguickly took on a list to starboard|

Open port holes which should have been closedaatflewed the ingress of even mor
water. The damage precluded the closing of waiht tloors, compounding the
problems the ship faced. Within 10 minutes therllag on her side, some passengers
who had managed to escape perched on her hullp@senger commented, “It was lik
sitting on the beach, and watching the tide conie in

There was only time to lower four of the lifebod#any of the passengers were trappe
below in the lower decks, unable to escape in time.

Within 14 minutes th&mpressvas gone and she lies to this day 150 feet belew t

surface on the muddy bottom of the Saint LawrengerRR 1,012 souls perished that
night. Strangely, for in those days, the Captaditionally went down with his ship,
Captain Kendall was one of the survivors and, angkauled aboard tHgtorstagd was
heard to mutter in a masterpiece of understaterfiéat; have sunk my ship.”

11%

d

He was exonerated of all blame and later survived@edoing in the Great War.
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CHAPTER THREE — ARIVAL IN EDINBURGH

The welcoming party of Edinburgh curlers had a lorait at the Capital’'s Waverley
Station due to the blocked line at Newcastletdris hot recorded how this time was
spent, though looking back over a hundred years,cannot help but wonder if the
proximity of the bar at the North British Hotel rhiggive us a clue!

The stationmaster, Mr Maitland, arranged for fagnais to be placed on the down line to
warn of the train’s impending arrival. Sure enouthie loud retorts of their detonation
gave the welcoming party due warning and two liofdscal curlers stood on the
platform. Mr Robert Cousin of Merchiston CC and Mark Sanderson of Duddingston
CC had been tourists to Canada and they lead tbertd lines of curlers, both from
their own respective clubs, as well as represemsibf the Waverley, Northern,
Craiglockhart, Balerno, Currie, Corstorphine andngate Curling Clubs.

As the train drew to a halt, the whole party erdptecheers and each of the tourists was
welcomed to Scotland individually and enthusiadiffday each of the welcoming party.
“A spirit of jollity” prevailed. Pipe-Major Duguiaf the Queen’s Edinburgh Brigade
struck up on his pipes and soon a large crowdtefasted onlookers had gathered to
view the procession of curlers as they made thay fnom the station platform up onto
Princes Street and to the tourists’ hotel.

Once in their hotel, a speech of welcome to “theert capital of dear old Scotland” was
given by ex-Provost Gordon. The Hon Duncan Cameéraser, Lieutenant-Governor of
Nova Scotia and Captain of the tourists gave tts¢ &f many “thank-you” speeches on
Scottish soil. He finished his first speech thus:

“We, like the Scots, would rather lose every tilmntwin by aught that would lower us
in the estimation of the people...”

Brave words that echo down through history toptesent day!
Here is a list of the 1909 Canadian tourists.

Captain of the Tour
Lieutenant-Governor D C Fraser.

Ontario Members
T J Hamilton, Merchant, Fergus;
Alex Logan, Merchant, Parry Sound;
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Alexander Logan, 1862 — 1944. Parry Sound Curlindgu@ and 1909 Canadian Touris
* Born 24 May, 1862, South Oakley, Parrish of Sglififeshire, Scotland.

» Emigrated to Canada with his parents in 1883.

» Occupation: Contractor and businessman. He fedihdgan's Funeral Home and
Furniture Store in 1885. Logan's Funeral Homeiesuwon business in the same locatig
to this day and is managed by Alexander's greatdg@n, Hugh Logan. He was also
responsible for the construction of several commeébuildings in Parry Sound.

» Co-founder, ardent curler and supporter of theyPaound Curling Club.

* Corresponded with Andrew Carnegie of Dunfermli@egtland and was successful in
securing his financial support for the purchastheffirst pipe organ at Parry Sound's S

Andrew's Presbyterian Church.

* Fire Chief for the Town of Parry Sound, Churchétland member of local Masonic

Lodge.

—
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J H Neelands, Merchant, Batrrie;

R L Paterson, Manufacturer, Toronto;

Simpson Rennie, Seedsman, Toronto;

J W Ryder, Hotelkeeper, Sarnia;

R S Strath, Real Estate, Toronto;

R M Waddell, Peterborough;

Randolf McDonald, Railroad Contractor, Toronto;
Lieutenant-Colonel McKenzigC@ptain), Manufacturer, Sarnia.

Quebec Members

D A Bethune, Contractor, Montreal;

Alex Milne, Contractor, Montreal,

David McGill, Agent, Montreal;

A McAulay, Merchant, St John’s, NB;
James Stewart, Contractor, Pembroke, Ont;
William Stuart, Contractor, Ottawa, Ont;

F S Stocking, Passenger Agent, Quebec;
W L Thom, Merchant, Montreal,

H G Willis (Secretary, Agent, Montreal;

J H HutchisonCaptain), Contractor, Montreal.

Nova Scotia Members

James Dover, Merchant, Truro;

Dalziel Paterson, Customs Department, Pictou;
George E Munro, Merchant, Westville;
Lieutenant-Governor D C Fraser;

H St Clair Silver Captain), Merchant, Halifax.

Manitoba Members

Alex Fowler, Merchant, Balder;

Dr W J Harrington, Physician, Dauphin;

Henry T Hurdon, Transportation, Duluth, Minnesdi&A;
A D McDougall, Railway Contractor, Milwaukee, Wistsin, USA;
Donald McMillan, Accountant, Butte, Montana, USA;
J G McLean, Merchant, Pilot Mound;

C W McPherson, Civil Engineer, Dawson City, Yukon;
J P Robertson, Historian and Librarian, Winnipeg;
William Robertson, Lumber Merchant, Kenora;

A S Ross, Superintendent, Regina, Sask;

W L Parrish Captain), Grain Merchant, Winnipeg.

Very few of these are the “great and the good”ke Tdurists were drawn from seven of
the Canadian Provinces; almost all were from “neddass” backgrounds. Three of their
number were from across the border in the USA awdime honorary Manitobans for the
duration! We should not be too surprised by tesnsing anomaly as the 1903 Scottish
Tour to Canada had included some of the northeateSbf the USA in its itinerary.

10
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CHAPTER FOUR- AN UNSCHEDULED GAME AT MYRESIDE

That there was a rink to play on at Myreside awvalé due to a young groundsman called
Scott, a keen, keen curler from the Borders. Qrohin initiative, he had constructed a
concrete curling rink that, although smaller thagulation size, was used for curling
until, in 1902, it became the floor of an implemehed [See David Smith’s Curling
Places of Scotland, location 668]. For Season /[03)Ecott had made two pioneering
Tarmacadam rinks at the side of the club paviliod further, had installed gas lighting
[See David Smith’s Curling Places of Scotland, taeal881]. For many seasons, the
Watsonian CC played matches with neighbouring clsn frost permitted.

On the Saturday night of the Canadians’ arrivéd@otland, there was a sharp frost in
Edinburgh and a member of the Watsonian CurlindCllounded less than ten years
earlier in 1898, took it upon himself to invite amber of the tourists to his club, there to
enjoy an informal game of curling. For the nexaigle of hours, a cheery game was
enjoyed before all participants adjourned to thalfma for drinks and high jinks.

History records a victory on the ice for the Scttsugh the games were not official and
therefore do not appear in the record books.

It thus appears that the Watsonian Curling Clubthadrivilege of being the first

curling club in Scotland to entertain members wvisiting Canadian team. The 2009 tour
will have dinner in the Watsonian clubhouse on BHay 28 January — the second last
night that they will have in Scotland. | cannolphleut think it is a fitting place at which
to end their tour and hopefully, glasses will beed in honour of the hardy souls who
accepted the informal invitation a century ago.

11
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CHAPTER FIVE — SERVICE IN ST GILES

One of the features of the 1909 tour was the ingpae attached to Worship. Perhaps
this should come as no surprise, though it is sawejuaint to reflect from a century on
that it was absolutely expected that every on@etourists would attend church on each
of the Sundays that they found themselves in SutldNo allowance seems to have been
made for the possibility that different faiths nfeave been represented on the tour,
although, to be fair, that is probably becausecthesre none!

Thus the party attended a Service in their honbapan on Sunday 1'7January at St
Giles Cathedral. The Reverend John White of Sheith conducted the service and
gave “a very powerful sermon on the Responsibdftthe Empire”. He spoke of the tour
as “evidence of a growing friendship between thehdoCountry and her daughter
colonies”. The official report notes that, “thesitors were much interested in St Giles”
and that each met the Reverend White in their ladtet the service. Indeed he became
the first recipient of the official tour badge.

The 1909 Tour Pin

12
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CHAPTER SIX - THE TOUR GETS UNDERWAY

Suitably refreshed after a relatively easy Sundapeé Capital and spiritually revived as
they must have been after the thunderous sermem giy the good Minister from South
Leith, the tourists were entertained by the Edighu€ouncil on Monday morning. They
visited the City Chambers and Edinburgh Castleredi@ading for Peebles by train on a
line sadly now disused.

Though the weather in Peebles was dismal withfedlimg from a leaden sky, the
tourists received a warm welcome from local cunen® raised their brooms and
shouted in their honour as their train steamedtimegpicturesque station. Later, they
were honoured with a civic reception in the TowrllH&lags flapped in the wind and
handkerchiefs were chastely waved from the upmerfivindows along the main street.

What is striking about the 1909 tour — Peeblesssthe first example — is the way that
elected officials went out of their way to welcothe Canadians to their towns and cities.
The tour was a huge event in Scotland and thesisulseemed to have caused a massive
stir wherever they went.

Later that night, the curlers were entertainedinoer at the Peebles Hydropathic (now
known simply as the Peebles Hydro Hotel). Sir idBallantyne, a tourist himself on
the 1903 tour, presided over the event and spokesqgdride at hosting the first official
dinner of the tour. Many were the speeches themeahd the toast list, looking back a
hundred years, was mind-boggling in its length emhplexity. These were different
times from those we inhabit today!

The next morning must have been an exciting onéhfaparty — many of whom were of
Scottish origin, for a visit had been laid on tob&ksford House, home of Sir Walter
Scott — arguably Scotland’s most famous authore Fdrty was joined by several local
ladies and gentlemen and was conveyed in elevearmehicles, a rarity in those far-off
days, and travelled to Abbotsford via Selkirk. &fain hour in Scott’'s famous old house,
the party proceeded to Melrose where again, thegived a raucous welcome from the
townspeople. Again, there was a civic receptidiofeethe Canadians were given some
time to explore the ruins of Melrose Abbey. Evengnre they went, they were feted,
though sadly any plans that may have been madrifng had to be abandoned
because of the weather.

Interestingly, two Canadian Maple Trees were plduote the site of the artificial curling
pond in Melrose [believed to be David Smith’s CugliPlaces of Scotland, location 64]
and another was later planted in the public pafkestbles. The party was then escorted
by the town’s curlers to the train station, whéreytwere given a most hearty send-off,
“cheers being raised again and again”.

13
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CHAPTER SEVEN — THE MASONIC CONNECTION

There were about twenty Freemasons in the pattat-out of a total of thirty-seven
curlers. Freemasonry then was a powerful forceraodement and there were a number
of events organised specifically for them. Thstfof these took place in the tour’s next
stop, Kilwinning, where they were entertained by bodge Canongate, one of the most
ancient Scottish Lodges, which at the time boastdthving the oldest Lodge Rooms in
the world.

Obviously, we cannot go into what was said or imdéene at the Carlton Hotel that far-
off night, except to say that Brother Duncan Camédfmser, the Tour Captain,
Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia and Past M.Wh@nslaster Mason of Nova Scotia
was given the singular honour of honorary membgrehthe Lodge.

Throughout the tour, the Masonic members weretsgiaway from time to time to

private dinners or entertainment. For examplel@hFebruary, after dinner in
Aberdeen, the Masonic tourists were guests of theiftial Grand Master at a concert.

14
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CHAPTER EIGHT — THE MAMMOTH BANQUET DAY!

The 23" January was described in contemporary reportthasréd-letter day of the great
tour”, for on that day the National Reception waseg for the Tourists in the Music
Hall, now the Assembly Rooms in George Street, Bigligh.

The evening started at 5.00pm and, so as the togosild gird their loins for the
marathon ahead, they were given the day off and tsetime to send telegrams back to
their families in Canada, as well as taking thencleato visit “Auld Reekie” as normal
tourists, as opposed to members of a VIP group.

The company numbered some five hundred and theéreyaras chaired by Lord
Strathcona, the President of the Royal Caledoniai@ Club. Suffice to say that there
were seven Lords of the Realm present at the egeamwell as the Solicitor-General of
Scotland, a number of past-Provosts of EdinbutgdnModerator of the Church of
Scotland and the Reverend J Kerr, the CaptaineoStiottish 1903 touring team. Prime
Minister A J Balfour sent a telegram of greetingvinich he greatly regretted his inability
to attend the function.

The toast list was common for the time. Whereréirapudinner today contents itself with
a guest speaker to toast the health of the clwhtoh a member of the club tends to give
a whimsical response, the number of speechesdhaftffday was nine. Each of the
speakers spoke at some length and the main thesresawwvarm welcome to the
Canadians, the special relationship between Caaadi&cotland, the Empire and the
Armed Forces.

Looking back, it is strange that the major banepiehe tour was in the first week -

before any curling stone had been thrown in andgegrand night seems to have been
had by one and all, mind you and that is all teatportant to record.

15



Curling in the Footsteps of History

s 207 Janeary 19§
m%c HALL- EDINBURGH -

Front Page of the Reception Banquet Menu and Toast

16
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The menu reads like an uncomfortable journey fromnetinedible to the
unmentionable!

17
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The Toast List — breathtaking in its complexity atehgth!

18
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CHAPTER NINE — JACK FROST DOES NOT PLAY BALL, BUT G LASGOW
RISES TO THE OCCASION!

Down through the years, Glasgow has proved heesgelél to the challenge that curlers
set her. Successful World and World Junior Changhigs bear testament. Perhaps the
first time though, that Glasgow came to curlerscree was in 1909. The Canadian
tourists arrived through in Scotland’s largest cityThursday Z1January. As the
RCCC'’s report put it in the 1910 Annual, “Other commities in Scotland might arrange
to entertain the strangers at their festive bodydsGlasgow, knowing the National
weather, had a notion that it would see much ahtirethe next three or four weeks. In
St Mungo’s hand was the magnet that would atttaantto the west, and hold them
there.”

And the magnet? The newly-built Scottish Ice Ruakl been completed in the suburb of
Crossmyloof on the south side of the city. Bytihee the Canadians came to visit, it was
already into its second season of business, hapeged its doors for the first time in
October 1907 [See David Smith’s Curling Placesaitfand, location 1897]. Sadly there
is no rink on the site anymore. Instead, shoppeik the aisles of a Morrisons
superstore, where before curlers toiled and brushed

When the Canadians arrived at Queen Street statiddeorge Square in the centre of the
city, suffice it to say that they were met by tlseial pomp and circumstance to which by
now they must have become accustomed. An archiMayushes was formed by the
welcoming curlers; pipers led the procession tostingare and the party made their way
to the North British Hotel beside the station faleoming refreshments. Speeches of
welcome were given and received and pins exchawgbdhe local dignitaries.

Friday 22¢ January was the much-awaited day when the Cargdféinially took to the
ice for the first time. A series of trial matcheas played against local clubs on both the
Friday and Saturday and, in fact, let it be repbttet the locals gave a good account of
themselves — indeed they were up on aggregateugththe games were not “test”
matches and therefore did not count in the ovematipetition. On the close of the first
day’s play, the team were entertained to a grandeatiin the city’s St Enoch hotel, a
railway hotel beside the station of the same name.

Much was made of the fact that the local rinks Wwenause they were familiar, indeed
comfortable with the ice conditions at Crossmylobfany ventured at the time that it
would have been a useful exercise if the Scotéshteams had practised on the artificial
ice before the official test matches later on & tibur.

On the Sunday morning, the party worshipped atgaasCathedral. After the service,
the visitors were shown round the Cathedral — gudar honour as it happens. Each of
the tour party was presented with a copy of theeargiven by the Reverend Dr Cooper,
Professor of Church History at Glasgow University.

19
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CHAPTER TEN - THE 1903 SCOTTISH TOURING TEAM MATCH

Although some members of the 1903 Scottish teane weable to take part, most of
them travelled to Glasgow on Monday™2anuary so that the two teams could meet
together in friendly competition. This time, thar@dians got into their stride — perhaps
the practice sessions at the end of the previoek Wwad helped them become
acclimatised — and in beating their Scottish coypates, gave a good account of
themselves. The RCCC annual reports as followa¢cHEScot gave a neat memento to
his Canadian opponent when they met on the rintkagpleasant interlude for luncheon,
with sundry adjournments to the bar to see if Ritklblend was up to the mark, made
up a most delightful day.”

That evening, the memory of Scotland’s NationaldB&obert Burns, was celebrated at a

dinner at the Windsor Hotel and a lusty renditidfiAuld Lang Syne” brought one of the
most enjoyable evenings of the tour to a close.

20
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CHAPTER ELEVEN - THE TEST MATCHES AND THE STRATHCON A CUP

From the outset, it was understood that althouigimdity competition against the
Provinces and Clubs of Scotland, whether outdoons, avould provide the tourist with
most of his curling, there would be a series oé¢hitest” matches in which “Greek
would meet Greek”. These three test matches waeddtle “who held priority in curling
fame” between Canada and Scotland.

Lord Strathcona presented a magnificent Challengge @ade my Messrs Sorley,
Glasgow, Silversmiths to the patron of the RCCG& Majesty King Edward VII. There
follow some pictures of the cup and of details ¢loer.

The Crest of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club

21



Curling in the Footsteps of History

The Coat of Arms of Lord Strathcona

Sir George Harvey’s “Curlers”

22
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Stirling Castle

As can be seen from these pictures, the Cup isgaifient example of the Silversmith’s
art. The slight oxidising of the picture panelallg“throws” the pictures out and shows
them off to best effect. The Cup is now 100 yedalsand is still in tremendous condition
for its age. Currently, it is housed in the vaoltshe famous Edinburgh jewellers,
Hamilton and Inches and is only allowed “out” farportant occasions.

Interestingly, the records show that the Canadigere allowed to take the cup back to
Canada with them after the first tour, and to kitép Canada until ¥ December 1909,
by which time it had to be returned to the RCCCdafie keeping. Nowadays, the
practice is for the cup to stay in the RCCC'’s crall times.

In order to select the Scottish rinks for the teatches, the Provinces were invited to put
forward rinks for consideration. More rinks wefféeced than were needed, so the simple
expedient of the ballot chose who was in and whe exd! The following eighteen
Provinces sent a rink of four players each to dg¢fecotland’s honour: Glasgow, Dundee
and Perth, Renfrewshire, Lanarkshire, Scottish @er€aledonian Club (England),
Dumfriesshire, Biggar, Stirlingshire, Border, Pextshire, Midlothian, Loch Leven,
Tenth, East Lothian, Cupar, West Lothian and WéSife.

It is easy to be wise after the event, but this aslly scientific and the result, with the
benefit of one hundred years of hindsight, wadliprabability a foregone conclusion!

In any case, the first Test Match took place ats&myloof on Thursday #8January.

The Scots only managed to secure two victoriesighdrenfrewshire’s James Y Keanie,
a late substitute for the indisposed William Logsegred an emphatic win by 24 — 8
against the hapless Colonel McKenzie of Sarniaafbmt The score after this first match
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was 112 — 70 in favour of the Canadiai$ie Scotsmamewspaper reported that the Rev
J Kerr exclaimed almost despairingly, “Mercy onrpauld Scotland if in the succeeding
games of this important series we get on no b#tter this.”

Unfortunately for the Scots, things did not get &eyter! The second Test Match took
place at the same venue chFebruary when the Scottish deficit was 29 andtiired
Test Match on Monday"BFebruary resulted in a Canadian triumph by 30sshot

Needless to report the matches were played ingbeds sportsmanship and the services
of the umpire were never once required! After esleltch there was a banquet when
“with the knees under the mahogany, the fight veagdtten, and song and sentiment
whiled the social hours away.”

Mr William Henderson, Vice President of the RCC@&gented the Cup to the winning
team on the ice at Crossmyloof and, in so doing péute to the team and especially to
its Captain, Lieutenant-Governor Duncan Camerosdfida man of fine masculine
build”, as he put it!

In his reply, Lieutenant-Governor Fraser said stimegtthat rings down through the
ages. “l never heard a man suggest that his stogiet to be in or out, as the case might
be; not a single issue has been raised, not onadinlord, nor, | believe, one unkind
thought. | tell you that the game that can edunaa up to that point is a game which
we should think good.”
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CHAPTER TWELVE - THE PROVINCIAL MATCHES

Throughout the tour, the various Scottish Provircaese to Glasgow to play the tourists
in the Scottish Ice Rink at Crossmyloof. Eacheudoubtless travelled in expectation;
by the end of the Canadians’ visit in February, on&gines that the later players
travelled more in hope!

In truth, the Scottish curlers were vanquished bgtwnust have been a very talented
group of curlers who would, of course, have gotdyeind better the more practice they
had and the more they became used to the artifogadt Crossmyloof. Bear in mind too
that many of their Scottish opponents might litgrabt have had a game all season if the
weather in their region had not allowed it.

The die was cast when the Scoto-Canadian team giaiting on 28" January for a
match that the Canadians must have fretted abdbeinquieter moments. The Scots
were accounted for by 67 clear shots and thathsegpattern. On four other occasions,
the Canadians won by more than 60 shots over & @éay and in the last match of all
against the tenth Province, they won by an astorgsiotal of 91 shots!

The team played a total of twenty six matches (eaatcth comprised a number of
individual games — either 6 or 12) and they wer¢henlosing side on only three separate
occasions. Many of the individual players remainedefeated throughout the tour.

The overall statistics were as follows:

Matches played: 26 Won 23 Lost 3
Shots up on matches won 947

Shots down on matches lost 16

Net shots up over the tour 931

Disappointingly, only three matches were playetbtal on natural ice. The Scottish Ice
Rink in Crossmyloof was a busy place as the balahoeatches was played there.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN — PROVINCIAL ENTERTAINMENT

Let it not be said that the tourists did not getand about in Scotland! Apart from the
long-distance journeys to Inverness, Aberdeen aith8ral — these were the only
occasions during the tour when outdoor ice conaltimade the journey inevitable — the
party did repair to various curling centres, thierenjoy hospitality and, perhaps, share
the odd dram and tall tale.

The tourists were obviously based for the large ipaGlasgow and there were many
formal and informal dinners and occasions in theo8d City of the Empire as it then
was. For the most part, the Provinces would canr@lasgow, curl and then host a
luncheon in the Canadians’ honour.

Exceptions to this rule there were though. For®la, on 28 January (not February as
the RCCC Annual would have it — the tourists hadaaly departed for home shores by
that time), David Gordon, ex-Provost of Bathgatd,anuch more importantly, a member
of the 1903 Scottish Tour party to Canada, arrarfiged “special” train to be laid on to
take both the tourists and the team members ofMést Lothian Province from
Crossmyloof railway station at the back of theno& directly to Bathgate, there to host
a dinner on his “home patch”! The evening was ainhe highlights of the tour. Let the
scribe in the 1910 Annual take up the story!

“...and what a night they made of it can never becdbed in the sober pages of the
Curling Annual, with its (the West Lothian Provipncemmittee watching its increasing
bulk and weighing the question of expenditure.”

The report continues;The gallery was occupied by a galaxy of ladiast the local
press wrote ofan epoch-making event in the history of Bathg&at&@he whole evening
seems to have enchanted the tourists and, giveexttess of hospitality to which they
had already been subjected, it says much for exeBtdordon’s preparations that such
a night amongst nights was so memorably enjoyeonigyand all.

Other forays furth of Glasgow were made to PedtCoupar Angus, to Blairgowrie, to
Crieff, to Dunkeld where the famous Cathedral reegia visitation, to Blair Castle, to
Dirleton in East Lothian and to Lanarkshire.

One supposes that another real highlight of thewas the swing north from {2- 15"
February to Inverness, then east to Aberdeen asttaw@®almoral. By this time, the tour
was well underway and the results had all gone @aisavay — so much so that, when
snow began to fall on the games at Balmoral, Mc&ireof Dawson City, another of the
many characters of the tour, remarké&de have played you indoors and out of doors in
all conditions — what we want now to complete tbig is to play you in mud...!”

Overall, the entertainment provided by their Sebtthosts seems to have varied from the
sublime set-piece banquets, like the Welcome Rexept the Music Halls, like the
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luncheons hosted in City Chambers and Town Halislize the formal evening in
Inverness to less formal “smoker” evenings, vigitthe theatre, a Curlers’ Court and
what seems to have been an uproarious night ing@sgh There was plenty of singing —
indeed various tour songs were published and tmadians were not scared to rise to
their feet and tell a tall tale or two when theasion demanded!
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN — FAREWELL AND SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

These Canadians impressed all with whom they cameritact. They were obviously
talented curlers — their record speaks for itselhd although some might uncharitably
say that they had the advantage of Crossmyloolinassa their home rink and that they
had huge amounts of practice where their opporeottd have been rusty and unsure of
themselves, the fact remains that they won theifesation of the Strathcona Cup by a
massive margin of 101 shots over 18 games — amgeaf over 5 shots advantage on
average per game played. Overall, including namting and Provincial matches, they
routed the Scots by 931 shots, an average of ng#n#4 shots per game played.

But this 1909 tour was about much more than mettessts. It was about forging
genuine bonds across an ocean. It was aboutgetiinrsome traditions that have
travelled down through the years and that stilbhale to this day. What shines out to
me is the genuine affection that team mates fele&zh other as the tour progressed and
the real camaraderie of the rink that enabled g&emnto get together and over the course
of twelve or thirteen ends of curling have sucina time in each other’'s company that,
come the lunch or dinner afterwards, they couldasin together and talk as if they had
known each other all of their lives.

Many were the tributes paid this way and that lyish and host alike. The Captain of
the tour, Lieutenant-Governor D C Fraser noted that

“He (the Captain) had never met with a better bodyreen in his life than those
Canadians who came over to Scotland under his clearg’

The party departed Scotland by train on WednesddyF2bruary and made its way to
Liverpool where R.M.Empress of Irelandwaited them. Bon Voyage telegrams were
forwarded on 28 February by Provost Gordon, Mr Davidson Smith, Seeretary of the
RCCC and the Rev J Kerr to the Captain and hiy @droard the liner.

In a summary of the tour written by the Honorargi®&ary, Mr H G Wills, on board the
liner approaching Canada and dat&dMarch, he wrote of their Scottish hosts

“It would be impossible to meet with men who cowdow so much real enthusiasm,
and who could cheer just as generously for our osuccess as for their own...”
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APPENDIX — CHRONOLOGICAL TOUR ITINERARY

Month
January

February

Date Comments and Activities

Fr9 R.M.SEmpress of Irelandeparts Halifax en route to Liverpool.
Arrival at Liverpool Docks orEmpress of Irelandrain journey

Sa 16 | north to Edinburgh and informal match versus WatsoC at
Myreside

Su 17 | Church service at St Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh

M 18 | Peebles; dinner at the Peebles Hydro Hotel coutesy
Peeblesshire Province.

T 19 Abbotsford House and Melrose by car. Masonic Dirate
Lodge Canongate, Kilwinning
Free day and National Reception Function in theidsill,

W 20 i
Edinburgh

Th 21 | Luncheon in the City Chambers, Edinburgh hostethbyord
Provost. Evening train to Glasgow and welcomepton.
Practice day against local curlers in the ScottishRink,

Fr22 | Crossmyloof. Dinner as guests of the ScottistRirek Club at
the St Enoch Hotel, Glasgow.

S Practice day against local curlers in the ScotishRink,

aZ23

Crossmyloof.

Su 24 | Church service at Glasgow Cathedral.
Special Match against the 1903 Scottish touriagtat the

Mo 25 | Scottish Ice Rink, Crossmyloof, followed by dinmethe
Windsor Hotel, Glasgow.
Match versus Midlothian Province at the ScottishRink,

Tu 26 | Crossmyloof. Dinner in Ferguson and Forrestersd&gant,
Glasgow.
Match versus Glasgow Province at the Scottish io&,R

We 27 | Crossmyloof. Dinner in Ferguson and Forrestersdegant,
Glasgow.

Th 28 | First Test Match at the Scottish Ice Rink, Crossmydof.

Fr 29 Match versus West Lothian Province at the ScottistRink,
Crossmyloof. Dinner in Bathgate.
Match versus East Lothian Province at the ScottsiRink,

Sa 30 | Crossmyloof. Dinner at which Rev J Kerr gave thagpal
address.

Su 31 | Church Service.

Mo 1 | Second Test Match at the Scottish Ice Rink, Crossrogof.

Tu 2 Matches versus Stirlingshire and Forth and EndPickvinces at

the Scottish Ice Rink, Crossmyloof.
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Date
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Comments and Activities

We 3

Match versus Upper Strathearn at the Scottish iok,R
Crossmyloof. Match versus Scottish Central Proggncalled off
due to thaw.

Th 4

Match versus Strathmore Province and Dundee artt Per
Province called off due to thaw. Tour in motorscay Murthly
Castle by way of the giant beech hedge, to Birrtarbunkeld
and finally Blairgowrie.

Fr5

Perthshire Curling Association.

Sa 6

Scotland v Wales football match.

Su”7

Church Service in St Cuthbert's Church, Edinburgh.

Mo 8

Third Test Match at the Scottish Ice Rink, Crossmybof.

Tu9

Matches versus Biggar and Peebles Provinces &dbitish Ice
Rink, Crossmyloof. Dinner in the Grand Hotel anghaw at the
Empire Theatre.

We 10

Match versus Lanarkshire Province at the ScottistRink,
Crossmyloof.

Th 11

Match versus Loch Leven Province at the ScottishRink,
Crossmyloof. Grand Reception and Court chaire®@ibBasil T
Montgomerie, Bart.

Fr12

Outdoor Match versus Inverness Province at Moy [3&éd
Smith’s Curling Places of Scotland, location 85Bjnner
hosted by Inverness Province.

Sal3

Outdoor Match versus the North-East of Scotland/iRoieal
Curling Association, West Cults, Aberdeen [See D&nith’s
Curling Places of Scotland, location 657]. Dinimethe Palace
Hotel, Aberdeen.

Su 14

Various church services attended informally in Aleen. Rest
day.

Mo 15

Visit to Balmoral and outdoor match on the rinkhe grounds
[See David Smith’s Curling Places of Scotland, tmra678].
Telegrams exchanged with King Edward VIl in London.

Tu 16

Matches versus Galloway Province. Luncheon inGie
Chambers, Glasgow, hosted by the Corporation cégeha,

Lord Provost Mclnnes Shaw in the chair. His Gralee,Duke of
Argyll, former Governor General of Canada entegédito dinner
by the tourists at the North British Hotel, Glasgow

We 17

Visit to Burns Country and tour in thirteen motarg especially
provided for the occasion. Luncheon in the TeadGias.
Afternoon visit to Culzean Castle and dinner in @wuncil Hall,
Ayr as guests of the Corporation. Smoking conicettte Town
Hall.

Th 18

Matches v English and Dumfries Provinces at thettolce
Rink, Crossmyloof.
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Date Comments and Activities
Matches v Twelfth Province at the Scottish Ice Rink

Fr 19 | Crossmyloof. Canadian Team Presentation NighteaiNorth
British Hotel, Glasgow.

Sa 20 | Match v Borders Province at the Scottish Ice Ribigssmyloof.

Su 21 | Church Service at Glasgow.

Mo 22 | Match v Ayr District at the Scottish Ice Rink, Csosyloof.
Matches versus Tenth Province at the Scottish iok, R

Tu 23
Crossmyloof.

We 24 | Matches versus Scottish Central Province at thétiSkdce
Rink, Crossmyloof. Depart Scotland.

Th 25 | Sail for Canada on R.M.Bmpress of Ireland.
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