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Canadian men curlers tour Scotland  January 7 ï31, 2009 

STRATHCONA CUP 100 

St Andrews  

Welcoming  Canadian 
Tourist  

Curling Stones 
dating back to the 

15th century  

r 

Loch Ness  

Picking up  supplies !  





STRATHCONA CUP 100 

January 7 ñ31 2009  

A special thanks to  the writers and editors 

Bill Wesley 

Paul Duffett  

Brian Morin 

Bill Rothwell 

Bill Streeter 

Harry Plemel 

Photos by  

David Giles 

Brian Morin  

Bob McKie 

The  Executive Review Committte  

Hugh McCarrel 

Bruce Beveridge 

Graham Harris 

North Tour 

South Tour 

Front row left to right Barry Worth, Rob Dods, Brian Morin, 

Bruce Beveridge, Dave Parkes,  Rob Sinclair 

Second row left to right   Ken Grattan, Bob MacGregor,Neil 

Dufour,  Hugh McCarrel, Lew AndrewsJim Campbell, Miron 

Macyshyn 

Third row left to right  Roddie MacLean, Maurice (Moe)       

Williams, Bob Siemens, Jeff Mowat, Jim Mastine, , Bill 

Wesley, Bob Brigden 

Front row left to right  Gus Claveau, Gord Stockdale, Barry Greenberg, Dick McBeth, Ron Hutton 

Second row left to right  Graham Harris, David Giles, Ron Avery,  Bob McKie, Paul Duffett,  Jim Farquharson, 

Austin Palmer 

Third row left to right   Bill Streeter, Don Robinson, John Hodgson 

Fourth row left to right  Tom Howat,  Gerry Rasmuson, Harry Plemel, Ron Beldon , Bill Rothwell                      



HISTORY OF THE STRATHCONA CUP  

The origins for curlers from Scotland and Canada meeting lie in the 1902 Royal Club Annual Gen-

eral Meeting "..and the following resolutions were passed. First, that the Royal Club, taking into 

consideration the oft repeated invitation of brethren in Canada and the USA, is of opinion that the 

invitation should now be accepted, and decides to send out in the coming winter a representative 

team, in the name and under the auspices of the Royal Club, to play such matches as may be ar-

ranged, and to convey to curlers at the various centres to be visited the hearty congratulations and 

good wishes of the mother club. Second, that a special committee be now appointed with full power 

to select the team and make all necessary arrangements for the Canadian tour. Third, that this spe-

cial committee be the committee of management, with power to add to the number, with the sugges-

tion that such additions so made shall be fairly representative of the different districts and provinces 

of the Royal Club. Fourth, that the Secretary of the Royal Club be authorised to grant the Special 

Committee (Canadian Tour) out of the funds of the Royal Club, if found necessary, a sum 

not exceeding £200 towards the central fund to meet expenses." 

The Strathcona Cup was presented in 1909 by Sir Donald Smith, Lord Strathcona, to rec-

ognize the winner of a curling tour between Canada and Scotland. The first tour was held 

in 1903 when Scotland sent a group of curlers to tour Canada and the northern United 

States. In 1909 the Canadians mounted a return tour to Scotland and this is when Lord 

Strathcona offered the trophy to commemorate the winning side. The Scots' second tour to Canada 

was held in 1912. This event continues today on a five year alternate tour schedule. The Scots last 

toured Canada in 2003, the 100th anniversary of the first Scottish curling tour. In 2009 Canada sent 

a group of curlers to tour Scotland marking the 100th anniversary of the first Canadian tour to Scot-

land. Each time the competition is held, the touring side produces a commemorative pin or badge to 

be presented to their opponents during their tour. The 1912 medal would be a curling pin from the 

1912 Scottish tour to Canada.  
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STRATHCONA CUP TOUR 2009 

Prologue 

 September 2006 to December 2008 

Denny Charlebois accepted the Tour Chairmanship for the Septem-

ber, 2006 invitation received from the Royal Caledonian Curling 

Club (RCCC) for a Canadian team to tour in January, 2009 ï the cen-

tennial of the first Canadian tour to Scotland, and the Strathcona 

Cup.  Denny contacted the 1998 tourists asking them to prepare 

nomination lists for potential members of the 2009 team.  Some 

nominations had already been received by then. 

By Spring, 2007 nominations were being received and a selection committee had been estab-

lished.  By August, nominations were approved by the Provincial Curling Associations and for-

mal applications were submitted together with a deposit. 

By October, 2007 the team of 40 had been notified of their selection from a pool of 120 applica-

tions.  It was the first time that all provinces had been represented (and the Territories were repre-

sented as well). 

Starting in December, 2007, Denny issued the first of 12 bulletins to the team.   

Bulletin #1 gave a rough itinerary.  It was noted that Scotland had declared 2009 as the ñYear of 

the Homecomingò and also that it was the 250th anniversary of Robbie Burns birth.  A website 

was being setup and post-dated cheques were to be forwarded to Denny.   

Bulletin #2 advised that Bob Dods was working on the website.  Curling pins, both VIP and 

Trader would be provided.  An outline of the clothing which would be required was given. Curl-

ers were then asked whether they had a preference of the North or South tour and which position 

they wanted to play. 

Bulletin #3 issued in March, 2008 noted that the itinerary was near finalization.  An outline was 

given of the North and South tours and the four couriers were named ï Trevor Dodds, Willie 

Young, George Rogerson, and Bill Duncan.  The Opening banquet would be January 8th in Glas-

gow and the Closing banquet would be January 30th in Edinburgh.  Tour members were asked if 

they had any dietary considerations.  They were also asked if there were volunteers for looking 

after tour songs, photography and computer requirements.  

Bulletin #4 in May indicated that the design of the VIP pin had been finalized.  The selection of 

apparel and crests was well underway.  Tour members would have to provide sizing and indicate 

how they would like their name to be displayed on their name tags.  A Host 

Tour Booklet would be put together by Robin Copland with a colour picture 

and a brief bio of each team member.   

Bulletin #5 in June advised that the Canadian Maple Leaf tartan, as per tradi-

tion, would be used for the blazer.  The #1 Dress Kit would consist of the 

blazer, white shirt and tie, black pants and black shoes.  Sizing charts were 



sent for completion by July 25th, preferably by a tailor, to be 

used in production of the pants, blazer, and jackets.  The tour 

would depart on an Air Canada flight on January 6th for Glas-

gow via London Heathrow, and would return from Glasgow on 

January 31st.  Discounts were arranged for Air Canada domestic 

flights to get everyone to Toronto.  Passports, valid until at least 

June 2009, should be in place.  A colour digital photo would be 

required for each person.  As well, answers were required on the 

length of tie and the number of extras if required. 

Bulletin #6 in August advised that David Pye had to withdraw due to medical reasons and was 

replaced by Brian Morin from Victoria.  A listing was provided noting members of the South and 

North tours.  Denny would arrange for two pairs of black dress trousers for conformity.  In addi-

tion, the curling jacket will be upgraded to  a signature piece of lasting apparel.  Two logoed tur-

tlenecks and two mock turtlenecks in black and white will be provided.  Curling brooms and bags 

have been obtained.  Curlers will still have to provide their own white dress shirts, black curling 

slacks and curling shoes.  A brief overview was given on laundry facilities, elevators (or lack 

thereof), money, and the traditional morning class.  As most tour members do not know one an-

other, a pre-tour reception and dinner has been arranged for January 5th 

with all flights geared to being in Toronto by 7:00 pm latest.  Everyone 

will be staying at the Sheraton Gateway Hotel in Terminal 3 at Toronto 

International Airport on the evening of the 5th.  The website 

www.strathconacup100.ca went live on July 25th thanks to Bob Dods 

and his technical assistant, Bob Rondeau.  The tour pin has been de-

signed reflecting the special nature of this yearôs tour with the maple 

leaf, Scottish thistle, a curling stone, and the words Strathcona Cup 

100.  Denny needs to know how many extra pins and VIP pins each 

curler wants and requires a signed Tour Participant Agreement Form. 

Bulletin #7 in September had a draft itinerary of each tour.  Updates were given on air travel to 

Toronto, tour clothing, name tags, pins, VIP gifts and mementos, and recommendation on Club/

Association pins. 

Bulletin #8 in October noted that updated personal bios are now on the website together with pic-

tures and the new tour logo.  A Canadian map has been included which reflects everyoneôs home 

town.  Graham Harris and Bruce Beveridge have agreed to serve as the Captains of the South and 

North tours respectively.   A listing has been provided of all other officer and volunteer positions 

for both tours.  Flight bookings have been completed for the tour and most of the team will arrive 

in Toronto by 8:30 pm, but 3 wonôt arrive until 9:30.  As such the dinner arrangements for that 

evening will have to be changed.  The return flight on January 31st will now depart from Edin-

burgh rather than Glasgow.  Dress shoes should be black.  The preferred currency is British or 

Scottish pounds, and ATMs are readily available.      

Bulletin #9 in late October advised that we have a non-smoking team.  Fred Koe, from Yellow-

knife, has had to withdraw due to a medical condition and has been replaced by Michael Schultz 

of Brampton, Ontario.  Audrey and Denny visited Ascot Uniform Tailor in Pickering, Ontario 

and noted that the tour blazers and pants are looking great!  Arrangements have been finalized at 

the Gateway Sheraton Hotel at Pearson Airport.  There is a suite for our use on both the 5th and 



6th as well as a meeting room for a team meeting at 10:00 am and a reception and luncheon at 

11:30 am.   Checkout is at 3:00 pm and the flight leaves for Scotland at 6:10 pm.  Electrical 

power is high test requiring special adaptors and step-down transformers.  An emergency contact 

name and phone number is to be provided.  Attached are the room pairings for both tours.  The 

dress for the flight will be curling jacket over black turtle/mock neck, black trousers, black shoes, 

and team coat.  This will serve to profile the team and facilitate a very favourable first impression 

in Glasgow.  Daily dress during the tour will be dictated by the tour itinerary in consultation with 

the couriers. 

Bulletin #10 dated November 13th indicated that Mike Schultz, Fred Koeôs replacement has had 

to step down due to work priorities.  Tom Howat from Peterborough has agreed to join the team, 

following in the footsteps of his grandfather who was on the Canadian Tour to 

Scotland in 1950.  Attached is a list of the curling teams as determined by Draw-

masters Austin Palmer (South) and Ken Grattan (North).  It represents an excellent 

mix of participants from across Canada playing positions, that for the most part, 

have been requested.  Suppliers are poised to ship your tour clothing very shortly.  

The website is fantastic and most informative.  Bravo to Bob Dods and his techni-

cal sidekick Bob Rondeau. 

Bulletin #11 on December 5th had an attachment with the tour officer responsibili-

ties.  There was also a reminder to bring your passport and another piece of photo ID in addition 

to your ticket.  Tips were provided for staying healthy during the tour.  All apparel should now 

have been received as well as your Air Canada e-ticket.  There will be an informal ñMeet and 

Greetò reception in the Club Lounge on the 8th floor on January 5th.  The itinerary for the 6th was 

listed including an enhanced continental breakfast, a meeting of tour officers, a team information 

and picture taking session, reception and lunch, with a checkout time of 15:30 latest from the ho-

tel and a 16:00 check-in for the flight.  Business cards are available for those who wish them.  

Each curler is required to pick-up a 40 oz. bottle of gin for Morning Classes.  Each person is re-

sponsible for their own medical insurance.  Comments were made about the value of the couriers.  

Be prepared to sing or share a story etc. with the Scots.  One cell phone has been provided for 

each tour courtesy of Bell and Bill Rothwell.  The curling rules were spelled out noting that the 

games will feature the four rock rule.  Canada will have last rock in the first end of each game; 

games should be eight ends with ties standing as is, and the winner of the Strathcona Cup will be 

the country with the most accumulated points.  Helpful hints were provided re laundry, coaches, 

garment bag, and extra curling clothes.  As each player will be ñHome Hostedò, a small personal 

gift would be a nice touch.  The website continues to add more interesting information and entries 

related to 1909 will be added shortly.     The Treasurers for each tour, Ron Avery and Hugh 

McCarrel were sent cheques for $2,000 each to cover miscellaneous expenses as agreed with 

their tour Captain.  They have agreed to administer these funds through their 

personal accounts and to be accountable to both their Tour Captain and the 

Tour Chair.    

Bulletin #12 on December 20th was the final pre-tour communication.  It was 

noted that the gin would have to be purchased in Scotland.  The phone numbers 

for the two Blackberry 8830 World Edition phones were provided so that they 

could be given to family members in the case of an emergency.  All should 

have received their trip cancellation and interruption insurance policy.  Each 

Bob Dods 

Ron Avery 



curler should leave room in their checked luggage for about two pounds of pins.  The Curling 

Sport bag is slightly larger than size limits for carry-on luggage, but they are flexible enough that 

this should not be a problem.  Just a reminder that they are limited to a maximum of 22 lbs.  

Choirmasters, Jeff Mowat and Don Robinson have put together a summary of tour songs for each 

to practice.  Ensure your luggage is identifiable.  Internet access is largely free, and we will at-

tempt to upload photos and notes frequently.  More in-

formation will be coming out on how to navigate the 

website to access the incredible range of information 

available.  The CCA website will have a Flash Clip on 

the tour loaded within the next two weeks.  The Interna-

tional Suite will be open on January 5th after 18:45.  The 

hotel rooms for the 5th and the lunch on the 6th will be 

paid out of tour funds.             

Monday, January 5th    Toronto 

 

After many months of planning and anticipation, tour 

participants leave various locations throughout Canada to 

gather in Toronto and what would be the beginning of 

forty  close friendships.  A formal gathering and recep-

tion was held at the Airport Sheraton Hotel this evening. 

Most team members left home and flew to Toronto to 

meet the rest of the team (a few local members 

drove).  Arriving in Terminal 1, the Quebec group got 

their luggage, put it on a cart and took the new monorail 

to Terminal 3 and the Sheraton.  They checked in and 

met the Vancouver guys in the lobby.  The ñtouristsò 

went up to the International Suite where Bill Streeter had 

laid on a scotch and cheese tasting including Edradour, a 

recent addition to the LCBO inventory.  The scotch was 

sampled and we introduced ourselves to other ñtouristsò, 

including our new teammates and roommates as we 

watched the Canadian Junior Hockey Team win the 

World Junior Championship with a 5 to 1 win over Swe-

den.  This inspired us to apply ourselves and bring the 

Cup home.  "Failure is not an option" became our catch 

phrase.  Most arrived as planned and a few (Denny, Aud-

rey and those ñTourists from the Ottawa area) were held 

up by weather in Ottawa, arriving 6 hours later than 

planned and after most had gone to bed and all the scotch 

was consumed.  The PEI guys (Roddie and Jim F.) and 

the Halifax boys (Gus and Graham) didn't get their luggage from the Halifax connection, and 

Moe Williams from Vancouver was missing his. 

 

 



Tuesday, January 6th   Toronto 

A sunny day breaks over Toronto with a high of -5 C and all the tourists have arrived.  We have 

an enhanced continental breakfast in the 

Sheraton Club Lounge.  At 9:00, Denny 

Charlebois, Tour Chairman, had an execu-

tive meeting with the Tour Captains, Vice-

Captains, Secretaries and Treasurers.  At 

10:15, all team members gathered together, 

and met one another.  The Pin Masters and 

assistants handed out the first of the pins 

(daily, VIP and 9 CCAs) from the pin bags 

holding 50 pounds each.  (There would be a 

handout daily of the remaining pins.)  Then 

each person stood and gave their name, city, 

Club and an interesting fact about them-

selves.  This was followed by a very hoarse 

Denny giving his first address to the 2009 

Tour Team.  He gave us an overview of 

what would take place on the tour.  He also 

gave us quite an interesting inventory of 

purchases and acquisitions that he had made 

over the last two and a half years including: 

600 V.I.P. pins; 6000 Tour pins; 75 banners 

with logos; 41 Tour blazers; 41 curling jack-

ets; 41 outer jackets; 41 brushes; 42 pairs of 

dress pants; 164 turtlenecks/mocks; 45 name 

tags; 42 curling bags; a web site; business 

cards for those who had asked; and 2 Black-

berries from Bell Canada.   

He indicated we should be proud to have 

been chosen from among 120 applicants.  

The average age was 63.2 with Austin the 

oldest at 81 and Jeff, the youngest at 50.  Afterwards, team and tour photos were taken with re-

quests for the North Tour photographer, Lew Andrews, who was taking pictures, to get in the pic-

ture. 

 

Lew Andrews CCA Governor and tour participant welcomed us to the reception & lunch.  After 

an excellent luncheon, a few renditions of the tour songs were led by 

Jeff Mowatt (song master). It became clear very early that not only 

were we in a group of capable speakers but that humour also would 

be in abundance. After a very fitting thank you and a standing ova-

tion for Denny and Audrey for their hard work, it was off to the hall 

for the first team photo. It was at this time that it became clear that 

not only would we be competing against the Scots but a good spirited 

competition was beginning between the North and South tours.  

 


